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‘ANC, investments could suffer’
HAVING A RUDDER GOOD TIME

PE overflowing for bumper events weekend
Sonwabile Antonie
and Benedict Masiza
antonies @avusa.co.za

IF Mary and Joseph pitched up in
Port Elizabeth today, they would
probably be rerouted to Patensie.

With at least four major events
– the Ironman, Smokie and Neil Di-
amond concerts, and a national
swimming gala – scheduled over
the next few days, thousands are
flocking to the Friendly City, filling
hotels and guesthouses.

Evergreen 1970s band Smokie
will perform at the NMMU indoor
sports centre tonight, while Dia-
mond will be at the Nelson Man-

dela Bay Stadium on Friday.
Ironman SA starts on Friday

with Ironman Girl, followed by
Ironman Kids on Saturday and the
main event on Sunday.

The SA Aquatics Champion-
ships get under way at the New-
ton Park pool today with the na-
tional waterpolo champs, fol-
lowed by the SA Senior Swimming
Championships next Tuesday.

Bay tourism information officer
Melissa Rossouw said visitors had
been struggling to find accommo-
dation and were willing to go on
standby lists, hoping for a cancel-
lation.

“Neil Diamond and Ironman are

bringing a lot of tourists to the
Bay and they need places to stay
for the week. My phone has not
stopped ringing with people ask-
ing us to help them find accom-
modation,” she said.

“The places that are most
sought after are in Walmer, New-
ton Park and Summerstrand.”

A snap survey of some of the
city’s facilities, including the
Radisson and Paxton hotels,
guesthouses and B&Bs, indicated
the majority were full.

Leandi Souvie, of Villa Afrique
in Walmer, said the facility had
been fully booked since last week.

Hugh Glover, EP Swimming’s

convenor of selectors, said about
450 swimmers and their coaches
were expected in the city for the
SA Senior Swimming Champion-
ships next week.

“The provinces would have
booked months in advance. These
are Olympic-standard swimmers.
They need good rest, good food
and a quiet place,” he said.

Johannesburg resident Elsabie
Egan said her family had offered
their holiday home in St Francis
Bay to friends who were coming
to Port Elizabeth for the swim-
ming event. They would be trav-
elling to and from the small town.
ý See Page 12
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RESPONSE by those implicated in an
explosive forensic summary pub-
lished in The Herald yesterday was
varied, with some calling for the re-
port to officially be made public, oth-
ers threatening legal action against
The Herald, and some parties re-
maining silent.

ANC regional chairman Nceba
Faku, who came under severe fire for
alleged maladministration in various
land deals during his tenure as may-
or of Nelson Mandela Bay, vowed
yesterday to sue The Herald, but
would not comment on the findings.

Meanwhile, the municipality de-
nied any wrongdoing, saying the al-
legations made in the Kabuso Report
would be “adequately and appropri-
ately responded to in due course”.

Below is detailed comment from
those who spoke to The Herald:

NCEBA FAKU:
The former mayor and current

ANC regional chairman was accused
in the report’s summary and legal
opinion of contravening the Munici-
pal Finances Management Act
(MFMA) and the municipality’s sup-
ply chain management policy during
his term as mayor with payments
totalling R4-million.

In an SMS to The Herald, he said:
“How do you expect any response on
a matter with so many items and
sub-items at such short notice?”

Vowing to take legal action, he
said: “Please tell your readers I can-
not respond in the manner in which
you want, because I suspect you
[The Herald] want me to prejudice
my case of defamation that I have
against you.”

GRAHAM RICHARDS:
The former municipal manager,

now a practising advocate, said nei-
ther the findings of Kabuso nor the
comments thereon by the depart-
ment had found any of the allega-
tions underpinning the charges
brought against him by the munici-
pality to have any foundation.

“The only contentions remaining
are that in the view of the [depart-
ment’s] legal adviser, I was respon-
sible for incurring wasteful expendi-
ture. This allegation is unfounded.”

He said the three officials who the
report slammed him for reinstating
in 2009 – Melekile Hani, Mvuleni Ma-
pu and David Toyise – had been re-
instated because their two years of
disciplinary action had taken too
long. “The council, in fact, reinstated
Toyise, who had already been dis-
missed; Mapu, who was about to be
dismissed; and Hani. The councillors
who voted in favour have been found
by the Auditor-General to be respon-
sible for wasted costs.”

The findings also recommended
Richards pay back the metro for
“fruitless and wasteful expenditure”
incurred after dismissing, and later
rehiring, Dr Mamisa Chabula-Nxi-
weni. “The municipality did not, in
fact, oppose the application as the
legal adviser seems to believe. I, at all
times, acted in terms of recorded ad-
vice from senior counsel. I would op-
pose these claims and the municipal-
ity would be ill-advised to pursue
them and incur costs in a hopeless
cause,” he said.

KOBUS SMIT:
The Bay-based mining magnate is
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T
HE publication of a sum-
mary of the explosive
Kabuso Report that re-
veals allegations of mal-
administration and fraud
within the Nelson Man-

dela Bay Municipality will severely
damage investment in the region and
cost the ANC vital
seats in the upcoming
local government
elections, a c c o rd i n g
to analysts.

Government watch-
dogs have, mean-
while, called for the
municipality to hand
the report over to po-
lice for further inves-
tigation and possible
criminal charges.

This follows a series of reports pub-
lished in The Herald yesterday on the
findings of the summary of the Kabuso
Report. The summary and the provin-
cial Department of Local Govern-
ment’s legal opinion on the findings
were leaked to the newspaper by a se-
nior ANC leader after months of legal
action to gain access to the report.

Legal recommendations in the doc-
ument include that the municipality
lay charges of fraud against former
mayor Nceba Faku as well as busi-
nessmen he dealt with as mayor – in-
cluding Johann Dreyer, the man be-
hind the failed Madiba Bay Theme

Park – to recover millions of rands.
The funds were allegedly paid in

contravention of the Municipal Fi-
nances Management Act (MFMA) and
the metro’s supply chain manage-
ment policy, the report states.

Political analysts said the report’s
claims of wasteful expenditure did
raise questions about the ANC with
the electorate.

NMMU political sciences lecturer
Joleen Steyn-Kotze said: “You have to

remember the metro is
dealing with a severe cash
crisis. Add to that we
have a drought crisis and
there doesn’t seem to be
enough political will to
deal with that, despite
business calling for some-
thing to be done. So this
added issue of alleged
maladministration seems
to trivialise issues which

matter to voters.
“We may see a further decline in

support for the ANC at local level, al-
though this might not affect the par-
ty’s (overall) majority.”

J o h a n n e s b u rg analyst Aubrey Mat-
shiqi said because of the implosion of
COPE nationally, the ANC might retain
its grip as the ruling party in Nelson
Mandela Bay, despite losing support.

“This should worry us, because
one of the ways of rooting out cor-
ruption is when politicians fear re v -
elations [of irregularities] might re-
sult in a loss of political power.
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Bigwigs add weight to battle for Bay
Luyolo Mkentane
m ke n t a n e l @ av u s a . c o . z a

AS the battle for control of the
Eastern Cape’s biggest city heats
up, national political bigwigs like
President Jacob Zuma, DA leader
Helen Zille and ANC Youth League
president Julius Malema have
stepped up their campaign to win
the most contested municipal
election that Nelson Mandela Bay
has ever seen.

Malema’s visit to the city today
sets the scene for Zuma, who is
scheduled to hold public meet-
ings in Njoli, Veeplaas and Kwa-
Magxaki on Friday.

Their visits come just days after
Zille promised thousands of DA
members in Booysen Park on Sun-
day that the party would rescue

the city from corruption and mal-
administration should it be voted
into power.

Malema started the Eastern
Cape campaign trail in the Cacadu
and Koukamma regions yester-
day. Today he is expected to go,
together with mayor Zanoxolo
Wayile, on a clean-up of Solomon
Mahlangu High School in KwaNo-
buhle.

Afterwards, Malema will deliver
the Solomon Mahlangu memorial
lecture at Nangoza Jebe Hall at
3pm.

While the ANC claims it is tar-
geting all of the Bay’s 60 wards, its
election campaign programme
shows the party is directing most
of its energy to the townships and
northern areas.

ANC regional secretary Zandis-
ile Qupe said the party would

campaign in all wards, including
those run by the DA.

“We have ANC structures doing
election work in all wards inclu-
ding [DA strongholds] wards 1, 2,
3, 5 and 6.

“There are strong ANC support-
ers in these areas – and it’s not
only blacks but white supporters
as well, who have seen the ANC is

making strides in improving the
lives of South Africans. We are a
non-racial party,” Qupe said.

On Saturday, the DA hosted a
fun run at NU2 Stadium in Mother-
well, a traditional ANC strong-
hold, before Zille addressed the
Sunday rally in near-fluent Xhosa,
English and Afrikaans.

DA caucus leader and Bay may-
oral candidate Leon de Villiers
said the party was campaigning in
all the wards. “We are interested in
all communities. We know what
we will do to reach different seg-
ments of each area. But we won’t
give specifics on how we will do it
because that will compromise our
game plan,” he said.

COPE’s mayoral candidate,
Smuts Ngonyama, will give details
today of the party’s election plan.

CLOSE RACE . . . Junior sailors participating in the five-day Optimist Selection Regatta in Algoa Bay are put through their paces. Five of
the 30 sailors will be chosen to take part in the world championships in New Zealand in December. The regatta ends tomorrow.
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