
Open Letter To The Herald Editor 

  

Dear Editor                                                                                            23rd May 
2011                

  

Re: The Herald, May 20, 2011 “Burn The Herald!” 

  

I refer (The Herald: May 20, 2011 “Burn The Herald!”). I would like to point out for the sake 
of accuracy that when I addressed African National Congress (ANC) members on Vuyisile 
Mini Square on 19 May 2011 after the release of the results of the local government 
elections, at no time did I say: “Burn down The Herald” or imply such, as reported in the 
introductory paragraph in the front page lead report “…to burn down The Herald”. What 
could be well considered as intentional mischievous reporting and/or sub-editing, on the part 
of The Herald, is an example of irresponsible journalism that has over the years frustrated and 
infuriated me, members of the ANC and even many of readers of The Herald who have no 
affiliation whatsoever to the ANC. It can never be that I would call for actions of civil 
disobedience which would be unconstitutional and not in line with ANC policies. The skewed 
reporting of what I said, could provoke individuals to commit arson, putting at risk the lives 
of innocent people, including municipal firemen and women who would no doubt be called to 
extinguish such a fire. I would not do or say anything which would compromise the discipline 
of my organisation as your paper falsely attributes. 

I just like yourselves, subscribe to provisions of the SA Constitution which also gives me 
rights to exercise various methods of protests on issues that I disapprove. Various methods of 
calling for a public protest against The Herald newspaper are at our disposal and with the way 
things are going it could not be far off before we resort to that arsenal. Burning down your 
building can never be on the cards. Remember, there are picketing/s, consumer boycott/s, 
calling on ‘no distribution’, protest march/s, advertisement boycott/s, and we could do this on 
a regular and annual basis to register our disgust with your newspaper which has assumed to 
be a mouth piece of the political opposition to the ANC. 

  

While you as the editor might have every good intention of publishing a newspaper 
delivering balanced reports, it is important for your readers to consider at all times that the 
media too has an agenda. And, that is to make a profit, often at the expense of ethical 
journalism. Producing The Herald is a business and turnover mainly results from selling 
advertising, the rate of which is based on the number of readers. For the less informed, it is 
important to note that newspaper selling headlines, sensational reporting and billboards on 
lampposts are the most strategic ways of increasing readership. Mr or Miss Editor, I 
understand that print media is grappling with the dynamics of new media; that newspaper 
sales have dropped, however, it seems that some titles are stooping to prostituting their 
professionalism, credibility and objectivity to keep themselves in business. In doing so, there 
is obviously little consideration for the people’s lives that could be damaged or ruined. 



  

I have every respect for editors, sub-editors, journalists and photographers who deliver in a 
responsible way. Some of the finest people I have known have been journalists, the late 
Govan Mbeki, being one and Mr Jimmy Matyu. Furthermore, I believe that the media has an 
important role to play in protecting our democracy, but it also has to take responsibility for 
the error of its ways. The latter, often brought about by the lack of training of staff and 
resource-challenged newsrooms often filled with inexperienced reporters because of slashed 
budgets. 

  

While I consider your public suggestion that dialogue be entered into between me and The 
Herald, I appeal to you to seriously consider the challenges in your industry and closer to 
home – your own newspaper. More importantly of course, how these challenges have 
impacted on the ANC as an organisation. In more lucrative times, I believe each newspaper 
enjoyed a dedicated team of sub-editors. However, now to save money the sub-editors as a 
group are “costed out” between different newspapers and not managed by yourself, but the 
editor of another newspaper. I can only imagine that this might present challenges. 
Furthermore, if my understanding of the industry is correct, I believe the responsibility of 
sub-editors is to write headlines, lamppost billboards, check reports for mistakes and at times 
re-write reports often forcing their own interpretation on a speech or an event; worse still 
their own political agenda. The sub-editors I am told work until late at night when you are off 
duty, so many of the decision taken are without your knowledge. 

  

We live in a country where cultures, tradition and language are diverse; I trust that the sub-
editors are not only sensitive to this, but through the affirmative action policy to which Avusa 
subscribes, are also fully representative of the demographics of this country so that a situation 
is avoided where those responsible for editing, headline and billboard writing have the same 
political views. 

  

All said and done, there are two sides to every story. That is after all the basis of balanced 
reporting. Unfortunately, through years of privileged education and the opportunity of 
dealing with the media without being persecuted for doing so, some politicians spin their tip-
offs far better than the ruling party. They also do so in a media environment in which they are 
easily understood and heard. So yes, when it comes to the media, some might argue that the 
ruling party needs to reassess its approach, however, to be fair and balanced, I also believe 
that the media should also consider the same. 

In this past local government election campaign two examples stand out as a biased reporting. 
One was how the ANC rally was covered by your newspaper and how the same happened to 
the Provincial Premiers’ door to door program was reflected on your newspaper. It is an open 
secret to all sober readers of The Herald that you were advocating for a coalition government 
of the DA and Cope in these past elections for the Nelson Mandela Metro. Of course you will 
not admit that but your campaigning was there for many to see. 



It is interesting to observe that when you wanted to project negativity about the ANC and its 
municipality your articles will be accompanied by worse pictures to illustrate a failing ANC 
or municipality. Our rally of the 12th May 2011 was deliberately not prominently covered by 
both The Herald and the Weekend Post so that it does not create a successful campaign 
message in the eyes of the public. Also your front page pictures of the Premier’s campaign in 
the Northern Areas juxtaposing it with that of Helen Zille was meant to achieve the same 
objective that our Premier (of the ANC) was not welcomed in the area but Zille was. Some of 
us are aware that the art of using and placing pictures on the newspaper goes a long way in 
perception manipulations. The Herald uses that frequently against the ANC. 

If these above assertions are not true to you, then it’s either you are not honest or your mind 
set is not ready for the transformation agenda of this country. Hence other actions of public 
protest against your newspapers could require serious consideration. I make these points 
mindful of the rights I have in this matter which rights are strictly reserved. 

  

  

Nceba Faku 

(in my personal capacity) 

ANC Regional Chairperson 

 


