
Thanks:  

 

 Charlene van der Walt and Rudi Buys who travelled all the way from Stellenbosch and 

Bloemfontein.  

 Simon Wright and Reniette Kleinhans and all of the caterers from Smuts, Kimberley and 

Mandela Halls. 

 Tessa Steele and the lovely folk from finance. 

 Lee-Ann Knowles for her help in sorting out the printing. 

 Pam Maseko, Charlene Donald and Kwezilomso Mbandazayo for translating the Silence = 

violence shirts into Xhosa. 

 Zininzi and the wellness reps for being on stand-by today. 

 Staff in the Dean of Students office, including Selene Walters for her logistical help. 

 Roger Adams and Dr Vivian De Klerk for their support 

 Tanya Hirst for her excellent designs 

 Andrew Hunter and the staff at the Grahamstown cathedral 

  

 

Thanks to people standing in solidarity with us today: 

 Thanks to Libby and Marie from Coup magazine in Joburg 

 The group from the College of Transfiguration 

 All the participants who drove or flew down from Johannesburg, Durban and Cape Town. 

Your ongoing support is appreciated. 

 

Peaches 

 Larissa for organising this, and being a true warrior for women and rape survivor’s rights. 

Much love. 

 Charlene Donald – congratulate them on their engagement 

 An additional thanks to all the volunteers for their help and support 

 Thanks to Dani for agreeing to sing here with us, and to the Live Music Society for this up 

 

Briefing (programme): 

 

 06h00 Gather at Alec Mullins Hall for T-shirt distribution, briefing and address by organiser 



 NOTE: People writing tests or going to dawnies can be fast-tracked at the specially-marked 

table so that you can be silenced and leave by 07h15 at the latest 

 07h00 SILENCING 

 07h30 - 07h45 March to Main Admin via Somerset Street 

 07h45 – 08h15 Group photos in front of Main Admin of ALL, then SILENCED, SURVIVORS and 

MEN IN SOLIDARITY. Individual photos after that, as time allows. If you have to go to 

lectures, we will take the group photo without you, but if you can stay for the photos, that 

would be great. 

 08h30 – 12h30 Lectures & tuts as usual. Please try to remain visible, so if you don’t have 

lectures, work in the library or at the Kaif. 

 NB: If you need to ‘recharge your battery’ and sit with some friendly folk that support you, 

or to get retaped, go to the Kaif below the library. 

 12h00 – 14h00 DIE-IN outside Main Admin. ALL (silenced, survivors & men is solidarity) 

PROTESTERS GATHER. Come as soon as you can, but don't miss your 12h20 lecture - we'll 

still be there at 13h05! 

 14h00 – 17h00 Lectures & tuts as usual. Please try to remain visible, so if you don’t have 

lectures, work in the library or at the Kaif. 

 17h00 EVERYONE gather outside Main Admin and march via Drostdy Arch down High Street 

to the Cathedral 

 17h30 – 20h30 Breaking the silence, supper, debriefing, discussion & reflection 

 20h30 ‘Take Back the Night’ March 

 

If you ever need to recharge with like-minded folk during the day, head to the Kaif before and after 

the die-in to be retaped.  

 

Short speech from Corinne Knowles 

 

ADDRESS 

 

There are different reports for the numbers of rape survivors who don’t report their rape for fear of 

reprisal. Some say 1 in 4, 1 in 9, 1 in 20. The statistic most frequently used by the South African 

Police Services to calculate the number of survivors who report their assault (in relation to those 

that don’t) is 1 in 35.  

 



Rape limits human potential; it silences people, makes them feel less than human, keeps them afraid 

and creates isolation. The Silent Protest affirms our solidarity with the women silenced by rape and 

sexual violence. Freedom of speech is denied to victims of sexual violence, and despite the laws and 

policies that have been put in place, patriarchal attitudes and misogynist practices render laws and 

policies meaningless in the lives of many survivors.  

 

According to the South African Police Services national crime reports over 205 000 sexual offences 

were reported, of which just over 165 500 were rape, were reported between 2008 and 2011. This 

means that anywhere between 800 000 and 6-million South Africans were rapes in the last three 

years. 

 

And of those 165 500 rapes reported, less than 4 percent will result in a conviction.  

 

These convictions are hard won by rape survivors, as they face secondary victimisation and trauma 

as almost every step of the legal process. It starts with police members that question whether 

survivors were “really raped”, or had “provoked” the attack. It continues with insensitive and inept 

district surgeons and nurses that treat a survivor’s body like a crime scene, with little respect for a 

survivor’s dignity or humanity. After going through this trauma, a survivor must wait for police 

members to investigate her crime, and a docket is then submitted to the National Prosecutors’ 

Authority (NPA). The NPA will decide whether a case is “worth” prosecuting or not. If the NPA 

decides to pursue the case, the survivor will have to face not only her rapist in court, but also a 

judicial system firmly embedded in patriarchy and rape culture.  

 

The disregard for rights of South African women and survivors of sexual abuse by the SAPS and 

Department of Justice was clearly exemplified by recent reports in the South African press.  

 

On 15 March the Sowetan wrote that Public Protector Thuli Madonsela ordered the Department of 

Justice to apologise to a rape survivor for delaying her rape case in court for 9 years.  The 

department finally apologised to the survivor for her drawn out ordeal 15 months after the order, 

but refused to compensate the survivor for her trauma. This is despite an order to do so by 

Madonsela. On 17 March the Weekend Post carried a front page story about a business woman who 

was gang raped in Port Elizabeth in early 2011. She was left for dead in the dunes, and was only 

discovered by a jogger some days later. The survivor told the Weekend Post that the first time she 



received a call from the police about her case was on 29 February 2012 - more than a year after she 

her brutal rape. 

 

Larissa and I want to thank you for standing against gender-based violence, and for standing in 

solidarity with rape survivors. For the last two years, the Silent Protest has been the largest student 

protest of its kind in South Africa. The first protest in 2007 was made up of only 80 protestors and 

we had just as thoroughly miserable whether as we do today – but now in 2012 I am proud and 

overjoyed to see more than 1500 people gathered in here. 

 

The sustained activism of the Silent Protest and its participants has resulted in some tangible 

victories on Rhodes campus. When I started here in 2006 as a young journalist investigating rape on 

Rhodes campus, I was told that no rapes had been reported to the university that year, or the year 

before. This is not good thing, as survivors apparently did not feel Rhodes could or would support 

them. Six years later rapes are now reported to Rhodes university, as well as an increase in support 

services for services, which includes Post Exposure Prophylaxis at the Health care centre. These are 

no small victories, and they were achieved because of your commitment, and your refusal to accept 

that rape is something that “just happens”. You refuse to accept rape as a fact of life, as unavoidable 

as death and taxes. And I thank you for that. 

 

I stand here with you because I am a rape survivor. I stand here before you because too many of you 

are survivors like me. Too many of you know the burden and the cost of being a woman living in 

patriarchy. And too many of you, according to South African rape statistics, will one day join me not 

only as a woman, but as a rape survivor. 

 

But we are in solidarity. As hard as today may get, do not forget that – we are in solidarity, and we 

will stand together against rape and against those that seek to hurt us. Today, none of us have to 

face evil alone, and we are in solidarity. Whatever your reason for being here, be it as a survivor 

speaking out, or as a friend in solidarity, hold on to that. The Silent Protest will test your resolve, 

your patience and your courage. But no battle this important will be easily won. Our forebears lived 

and died in the struggle of our times, and now it is our turn to struggle. To struggle against misogyny 

and patriarchy that silences women and survivors. We must struggle against the patriarchy that 

leaves battered and broken men and women in its wake. We must struggle against those that would 

deny us our humanity, and we will win. 

 



Our protest is an act of solidarity with rape survivors denied justice, safety and freedom as 

patriarchy and misogyny continues to wage its war on South African women. This is our call to arms, 

and our defiance.  

 

Now, go out there and make Rhodes University and South Africa hear out demand. Make them hear 

our hope and our prayer: Stop the war on women’s bodies! 

 

 

 

Michelle Solomon is the media liaison for the Silent Protest. 

 

 If you are a survivor in need of support, please contact Solomon at michelleHsolomon@gmail.com. If 

you are ever sexually assaulted please contact the Health Care Centre or Counselling Centre staff 

urgently. 

During working hours: 046 603 7070 

The after-hours crisis line is: 082 803 0177 

 

 

 


