
Table 1.1 – A chronological representation of the narrative elements in the Sunday Times story, 

“Manto: a drunk and a thief” (published on August 19, 2007). This list comprises the elements from 

the 1970s through to April 2007, and continues in Table 1.2. The chronological elements identified 

are compared to Todorov‟s narrative stages and Propp‟s narrative functions. 

Timeframe Event [and implied events that 

are not explicit in the text] 

Todorov‟s narrative 

stages 

Propp‟s narrative 

functions 

Prior to and 

early 1970s 

[Manto Tshabalala-Msimang as a 

(scandal-less) medical 

professional] 

Initial equilibrium  

Late 1970s Tshabalala-Msimang is accused 

and convicted of theft while 

working as a medical 

superintendent at the Athlone 

hospital in Botswana. She is later 

declared a “prohibited 

immigrant”. 

(Potential for beginnings of 

a disruption, but not the 

disruption) 

“Lesser” disruption 

  

1999 [Tshabalala-Msimang appointed 

as minister of health in South 

Africa] 

  

2005 Unidentified Cape Town hospital 

refuses to do Tshabalala-

Msimang‟s shoulder operation, 

apparently due to her extraneous 

security concerns. 

  

Cape Town Medi-clinic agrees to 

do shoulder operation on 

Tshabalala-Msimang 

  

Tshabalala-Msimang 

“demanded” Woolworths food; 

lemons.  

  

Hospital staff sent to buy alcohol 

for Tshabalala-Msimang. 

  

27-year-old man in neighbouring 

room hospital room witnesses 

Tshabalala-Msimang‟s “tirade”.  

  

Prior to 

2007 liver 

transplant. 

Tshabalala-Msimang gets sick, 

apparently as a result of 

alcoholic liver cirrhosis. 

  

Medical staff pressured to cover-

up Tshabalala-Msimang‟s “true 

condition”. 

  

Medical staff sign confidentiality 

agreements. 

  

Tshabalala-Msimang‟s medical 

records removed from hospital 

systems. 

  

Blood tests completed under 

false names. 

  



 

 

  

Suicide victim dies.   

March 14, 

2007 

Tshabalala-Msimang undergoes 

a liver transplant at Medi-Clinic 

centre in Johannesburg; Sunday 

Times indicates they believe 

Tshabalala-Msimang abused her 

power as health minister to have 

transplant despite being at 

alcoholic. 

Main (or “greater”) 

disruption and focus of 

Sunday Times story. 

 

The disruption is 

Tshabalala-Msimang‟s 

abuse of her ministerial 

power, in order to have a 

liver transplant despite her 

alcoholism, rather than the 

transplant itself. 

 

March 16, 

2007 

Tshabalala-Msimang‟s medical 

team release statement saying 

autoimmune hepatitis had 

damaged Tshabalala-Msimang‟s 

liver, and therefore she needed a 

transplant. 

  

April Sunday Times begins its 

investigation. 

Recognition of disruption. 10 – counteraction: “The 

seeker agrees to or decides 

upon counteraction.” Here, 

the counteraction would be 

to “expose” the “cover-up” 

of Tshabalala-Msimang‟s 

alcoholism. 



Table 1.2 – A chronological representation of the narrative elements in the Sunday Times story, 

“Manto: a drunk and a thief” (August 19, 2007). This list follows on from that of Table 1.1., and 

comprises the elements from April 2007 until the story was published. The chronological elements 

identified are compared Propp‟s narrative functions; Todorov‟s narrative stages do not continue 

after the recognition of the main disruption.  

Timeframe Actions/events 

(Tshabalala-

Msimang) 

Propp‟s 

narrative 

functions 

Actions/events 

(Sunday Times) 

Propp‟s narrative functions 

April    Sunday Times begins 

its investigation 

10 – counteraction: “The seeker 

agrees to or decides upon 

counteraction.” Here, the 

counteraction would be to 

“expose” the “cover-up” of 

Tshabalala-Msimang‟s 

alcoholism. 

May Tshabalala-Msimang 

drunk after drinking 

red wine at a Pretoria 

party. 

 Sunday Times 

investigates the story.  

12 – 1
st
 donor function: “The 

hero is interrogated, attacked, et 

cetera, which prepares the way 

for his [sic] receiving either a 

magical agent or helper.” Here, 

the magical agents are 

Tshabalala-Msimang‟s medical 

records, and the hero‟s helpers 

are the various witnesses quoted 

in the story. 

July Tshabalala-Msimang 

seen drinking wine on 

a flight from Durban 

to Johannesburg. 

 Obtains Tshabalala-

Msimang‟s medical 

records (not clear 

when). 

14 – receipt of agent: “The hero 

acquires use of a magical 

agent”.  

August 12, 2007   Sunday Times 

publishes “Manto‟s 

Hospital booze binge”.  

 

Between August 12 

and August 19 

Tshabalala-Msimang 

seen drinking 

whiskey. 

   

August 19, 2007   Sunday Times speaks 

to witnesses: attorney 

in Botswana (Ian 

Kirby) and 27-year-old 

“tirade” witness (from 

Tshabalala-Msimang‟s 

2005 hospital stay). 

14 – receipt of agent: “The hero 

acquires use of a magical 

agent”. In this case, the Sunday 

Times has received help from 

witnesses speaking about 

Tshabalala-Msimang‟s history, 

or their experiences of her 

behaviour. 

August 19, 2007   Sunday Times 

publishes “Manto: a 

drunk and a thief”. 

 



Table 1.3 – The „deep structure‟ of “Manto: a drunk and a thief” (August 19, 2007) using Levi-

Strauss‟ conception of binary opposites. The outermost columns under the two leading character 

functions, the Sunday Times as hero and Tshabalala-Msimang as villain, indicate the in-text 

referents. The innermost columns refer to the (implied) binary opposites of those referents. 

 

Sunday Times (hero) Tshabalala-Msimang (villain) 

“exposes” covered-up “disease” healthy 

“can reveal” can keep secret “drinking” sober; abstain from 

“has established that” 

(i.e. established it‟s 

„truthfulness‟?) 

has fabricated; failed to 

establish 

“convicted” found innocent 

“exposé” cover-up “found guilty” innocent 

  “theft” honesty 

  “custodian of the 

country‟s health 

system” 

imprisons; incarcerates 

health system. 

  “keep secret” be transparent; open; 

accountable 

  “protect her” “ 

  “false names” true names 

  “cover-up” expose; be transparent 

  “inappropriate” appropriate 

  “exposed” cover-up 

  “antics” appropriate (respectful) 

behaviour 

  “hilarious” respected; sombre 

  “appalling” wonderful; delightful  

  “she “knew she had 

power and misused it”” 

responsible; honourable 

(in terms of power 

associated with her 

position) 

  “demanded” politely asked 

  “drunk” sober; abstained from 

drinking 

  “psychiatric patient” rational; sensible; sane 

  “shocking” wonderful; delightful 

  “rude tone” (wena) polite; courteous 

  



Table 1.4 Propp‟s character roles as identified in the Sunday Times story, “Manto: a drunk and a 

thief” (August 19, 2007).  

 

 

Character role Who are they? Textual indications  

(“sphere of action”) 

Hero The Sunday Times newspaper The Sunday Times set off on a 

“five-month investigation” 

(quest) and “can reveal” secrecy, 

dishonesty, “appalling” 

behaviour of Tshabalala-

Msimang (villain). 

Villain Tshabalala-Msimang Tshabalala-Msimang‟s actions 

create the disruption, and so also 

complicate the narrative, casting 

her as the villain. (In future 

stories she will also engage in a 

fight with the hero, the Sunday 

Times.) 

 

Helper (to hero) Witnesses, including: Botswana 

hospital staff; 27-year-old 

“tirade” witness; Ian Kirby; Cape 

Town hospital staff; 

Johannesburg hospital staff; 

medical experts. 

The various witnesses in the texts 

act as „helpers‟ by supporting the 

Sunday Times (the hero) in its 

descriptions and positioning of 

Tshabalala-Msimang as the 

villain in the narrative. 


